
 

Secondary Drama Teacher Network – Spring/Summer 2020 

Due to Covid-19 all planned teacher CPD had to be cancelled. But we were determined that this 
would not mean a complete halt to the BEP Arts Teacher networks. Alison Haynes our Arts 
Engagement Co-Ordinator ran four arts teacher networks via Zoom which proved so successful that 
it could be a way forward for the future. 

For the Secondary Drama Teacher Network, Alison set up ‘Devising and Performing in Lockdown’.  It 
was attended by 33 participants, from Birmingham and beyond and looked at creative ways that 
teachers can cover the performing element of the drama curriculum whilst their students are not in 
school.  Mark Crossley and Rosie Garton from De Montfort University joined the session and shared 
work that their students devised in collaboration with Gecko Theatre Company.  These are just some 
of the teachers comments afterwards:-  

“Thank you all. Really inspiring...the boost that was needed.” 

“Thank you so much for all of these ideas - I'm off to get on with it!” 

“Just wanted to say how brilliant this was. I had hit a real brick wall and this has been great… as per 
usual!!” 

“OMG that was amazing. Thank you.” 

Drama teachers also ‘went’ to the National Theatre to see A Streetcar Named Desire and had a drink 
and after performance discussion via Zoom. It was good CPD and also great for well-being.  

Teachers have valued the support from BEP and Arts Connect and also from each other as the 
network meetings have given them the opportunity to share ideas, particularly about how students 
are engaging whilst home learning.  Their isolation has been lessened by connecting with subject 
specific colleagues that are struggling with the same issues as themselves. 

It was noted that in primary schools, teachers planning for the children that have remained in school 
and for home learning have turned to the arts:  The situation has brought into focus how much they 
are needed and also how central the arts and culture are to mental health and well-being.  One 
Headteacher said of her ‘lockdown curriculum’: “The children have had more art, drama, DT and 
music than I've seen for the last 20 years - and the quality of it is superb.  We have even got some 
great drama workshops run by the Rep on our virtual school.” 

 


