
The Magic Key
Reading is the key that opens doors to other worlds; some imaginary, some 
real.  The more you practise using the key to open doors, just like magic, 
more and more doors will be yours to open!  
But first, I’m going to give you the key to myON, so you can open up the 
door to over 7,000 books just waiting for you! 



Did you know that reading well is one of the greatest SUPERPOWERS anyone can possess? Don’t believe me? 
Then consider this:

Young people who read daily are four 
times more likely to read above the 
level expected for their age compared 
with their peers who don’t read daily.

Research has discovered that the impact of reading 
for pleasure on progress in vocabulary, maths and 
spelling between the ages of 10yrs and 16yrs, is four 
times greater than the impact of having a parent that 
has a degree (Sullivan and Brown 2013).



Reading IS a SUPERPOWER! Look what else it can do!

….exercises your brain. Your brain is 
a muscle. Reading makes it fitter 
and STRONGER!

… reduces stress! It 
can distract you from 
worrying thoughts!

… grows your vocabulary and 
general knowledge!

…provides hours and hours 
of FREE entertainment! 



Not convinced yet? 

Well, if you don’t believe 
me….. Go on and give it a 
try!



How to access the ‘myON’ website

1. Open up the internet: google chrome, Microsoft edge or safari

2. Type https://readon.myon.co.uk/ into the address bar at the top of 
your screen 

https://readon.myon.co.uk/


What should myON look like? 

Well done! 



myOn should NOT look like this! 

You will NOT need to       
log on.  If you reach this 
page, something has gone 
wrong.  Try again. 



Let’s get started…. 



Your screen should now look like this! 

You’ve got 
access to 
over 7,000 
books!!!

You’re in the 
library now!



There are two ways to find a great book for you to read….. you 
can ‘browse’ or ‘search’…..



Browsing - It’s just like looking through the library until 
you find a book that looks interesting!

You can click 
on any of 
these topics to 
see the books 
you can 
choose from.



Browsing – It’s just like looking through the library until you find a book that looks interesting!

Sometimes clicking on a category 
will take you to a subcategory that 
you can then choose from.



Browsing with a filter……

You can click on 
the filter if you 
only want to focus 
on a particular 
genre of book, for 
example: fiction, 
non-fiction or 
graphic novels.



Browsing with a filter……

Now click on the 
category you 
want to browse, 
e.g. non-fiction.



Browsing ‘non-fiction/animals/pets’

Look!  You can even read a book to 
learn how to draw cats (and there’s 
lots more to browse).  

When you hover your mouse over a book, you can 
choose to click on ‘info’ to read a short ‘blurb’, see 
how many pages the book has, as well as which year 
groups the book is recommended for, or click on ‘start 
reading’. 

Let’s take a look! 



Just click on ‘Start the Book’.

Click on the arrow on the 
right to turn the pages.



Isn’t this great! 

Click this 
arrow to go 
back a page.

Click this 
arrow to 
hear the text 
read aloud 
to you (like 
an audio 
book).

This is your 
volume.

This button lets you 
rewind the audio.

This sliding button lets 
you fast-forward or 
rewind the audio.

This button lets you 
see other pages in 
the book. 

This lets you see 
the book ‘full 
screen’.

This is the zoom!

I loved these books when I was younger 

Clicking on 
settings lets you 
slow down or 
speed up the 
audio.



More functions and tools: Dictionary If you want to check 
the meaning of a 
word, it’s easy! 

Just click on the word 
you don’t understand, 
e.g. muzzle and a 
black box with options 
(choices) will appear.

Click ‘View in 
Dictionary’ and the 
dictionary will appear. 
On the right-hand 
side.  

To hear the word said 
out loud, click the 
sound icon.



More functions and tools: Dictionary This button lets you see 
the titles of other pages 
in the book, and click on 
them e.g. contents

You can also click here to open the ‘dictionary’. You can type any words 
you don’t understand into the search, to find out their meaning. Be 
careful to type them carefully!



More functions and tools: Dictionary

Some books will have 
more difficult words 
typed in blue. You can 
click on these words and 
the following options
(choices) will be 
available to you (just like 
before).



More functions and tools: read one word, read a sentence etc. 

You can actually click 
on any word, to hear 
it read to you, or look 
it up in the 
dictionary! 



More functions and tools: navigating (finding your way) through the pages

Don’t forget! 
You can see other 
pages in the book, by 
clicking here. 

Then you can click on 
the page you want to 
go to.  A non-fiction 
book does not have 
to be read in page 
order. 



Instead of browsing, you can SEARCH a topic you’re 
interested in…..

You can type a word here 
e.g. Space, and then 
books about Space will 
be suggested for you. 
147 books to choose 
from!

Click here

DON’T FORGET to click 
the search button when 
you have chosen your 
topic!



You can also ‘filter’ in the search function

Click here to be given the 
choice of fiction or non-
fiction books about 
Space.  

Select fiction or non-
fiction in the menu that 
drops down.

DON’T FORGET to click 
the search button.



Filtering for difficulty - Lexile

To filter for difficulty:

• Lexile (the higher the 
number the harder the 
text)



Filtering for difficulty – School Year Level
To filter for difficulty:

• School Year Level (this is only a rough guide as 
the books often cover a range, e.g. Yr. 5-9)

• Don’t worry about choosing a book from a 
younger or older School Year! If you can read 
most of the words on the page, and 
understand what you’re reading, then go ahead 
and enjoy! 



Filtering for length of text

‘Story Type’ lets you choose if 
you’re in the mood for:

• a short book
• a medium length book
• a long book 
• an EPIC book!

Don’t forget to press the search 
button, when you’ve made your 
choice! 



More about the search filter…..

The filters that you are currently using for your search appear here.

I am currently searching books on Space, Yr 7. and medium length. 

Removing a filter:

• If you want to remove a 
filter, just hold your 
mouse over it, until you 
see the cross, then click.



Not just books!  News articles too!

To keep yourself 
informed with 
what’s going on 
in the world, just 
click here!

The screen will 
show you current 
articles from the 
day, but you can 
go back to look at 
previous days 
too!



Choose an article – boost your general knowledge! 

Click on an article 
you’d like to read.



News Articles: functions Click here if you would 
like the article read to 
you. 

Click here to change the 
size of the font.

Click here to see a map of 
where in the world this 
story is happening (and 
interesting facts).

Click here to see videos 
and photographs 
connected to the article!



News Articles: functions

Click here to read an 
additional fact 
related to the article.

Click here to find out 
what you can do to get 
involved in some way! 

Click here to find out 
about the 
author/reporter.



News Articles: functions - dictionary

Like in the Library section, blue words 
are linked to a dictionary, so just click 
on them to see what they mean. 

Sometimes there will be 
additional information about 
the word, so you can click on 
MORE to access this. 



Find out More…..

Each news article is 
connected to books that 
you might be interested in 
too! 

So just hover your mouse 
over a book to find out 
more, or start reading, in 
the same way that you do 
in the Library section. 



Helpful Tips
If you are reading the article independently (on your own), but get stuck on a word, you can highlight it, and 
RIGHT click your mouse:  
• You can then select ‘Read Aloud’ 
• Just press ‘Esc’ on your KEYBOARD to stop the audio (reading aloud)



Helpful Tips - You can also ‘Ask Cortana’ to tell you 
what the word means…. 

Just highlight the unknown word. Right click on your 
mouse, then select ‘Ask Cortana’. 



Helpful Tips
However, the BEST place to look up a word you don’t know the meaning of, is the Cambridge Learner’s 
Dictionary online.  Here’s the link:  https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/learner-english/

Just highlight the unknown word. Right click on your 
mouse, then select copy. You can then paste the word 
into the Cambridge Learner’s Dictionary.

https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/learner-english/


Helpful Tips – Don’t panic!

If you see this box, the computer just wants to know if 
you still want to carry on with your search, or the book 
you were reading.  Click YES!   You might have gone to get 
a drink, and the computer thinks you’ve gone to sleep! 



Ok! So you might not be able to 
actually FLY like me…… but just take 
a look at how much higher you can 
go and how much more you will be 
able to see, if you just keep reading!



Like all good things, they 
don’t last forever…..

So, make sure you make 
the most of these FREE 
books whilst schools 
are closed. 

The offer is only 
available during this 
time! 

Music: www.bensound.com


