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 arts
Colebourne Primary School launch an eclectic school  

art gallery with BEP Associate Artist Benny Semp.

Following an inset and work with Andrew Fox from 
Birmingham Education Partnership, Colebourne 
Primary School decided to develop the arts across the 
curriculum, beginning with a whole school Creative 
Arts Week in July 2019. During the week, pupils 
across different year groups worked with BEP 
Associate Artist Benny Semp to produce a range of 
stunning art pieces across printing, textiles and 
sculpture. Alongside this, classes also produced 
performing art pieces including songs, plays and 
music videos.  
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In the gallery opening speech by Mr Guest, The Head 
Teacher said “We are proud to be opening our new 
art gallery - the art gallery at Colebourne will be for 
the entire community, not only exhibiting work that 
current pupils produce but also ex-pupils and 
community members showing work of GCSE, A-Level 
and degree standard. We hope to keep developing 
our art gallery in the future with the possibility of pupil 
work being exhibited at local libraries and museums as 
well as in our art gallery” 

The culmination of this creative work was officially 
launched this term in the schools spacious and eclectic 
new art gallery space. Proud parents attended the 
official launch where individual speeches were given by 
the pupils themselves, describing their art works and 
their reasons for making them. One included a 
powerful, poignant and compelling eco statement 
from articulate Year 5 pupils when describing their 
junk modelled earth globe.  

The project was led by Assistant Head Teacher, Mrs 
Flint who worked alongside Benny Semp, in 
developing and installing the gallery space, and 
facilitating the creative learning activities across the 
curriculum.

Above left: work by former pupils and Year 1. Above right ‘Unique’. A cotton fabric print by Year 3 pupils.

Above: Proud parents viewed the popular “Angels Wings”piece.
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Benny attended the launch and officially declared the 
gallery open by cutting the prestigious red ribbon. He 
described his work with the school. “Reception staff were 
interested in printing techniques, feeling this was an area 
they wanted to develop so we decided to make 
collagraph prints taken from textured collages. This 
allowed the children to use a wide variety of materials 
and to consider shape and surface texture as they made a 
picture or pattern to print. The collage tiles are displayed 
in the gallery alongside the prints as they show the 
process and are artworks in their own right.” 

“Year 3 chose to make fabric paintings with wax resist 
details which I then turned into patchwork banners to 
hang in the gallery. I introduced their school values word 
unique and asked the children what made them unique. 
They responded with a wide range of discussions that 
was reflected in their artwork, depicting personal 
interests, cultural practices, aspects of lifestyle and even 
our position within the universe.” 

“For the work with Year 5 we interpreted our word our 
theme word of diversity as a range of scrap materials to 
build a junk model globe. This allowed us to add 
sculpture to the gallery, as well as complimenting and 
linking to an eco-themed project.” 

Above: Assistant Head Teacher Mrs Flint, Head Teacher Mr Guest, BEP Artist Benny Semp and the young Colebourne Artists.

Above: Mum asks questions about ‘David Attenborough in the style of Warhol’. 

Above:: Persuasive speeches were given by the young Artists.  
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“The art gallery project has managed to engage the 
whole school, not just as a place to exhibit, but as a 
catalyst for creativity in the classroom in visual arts, 
dance, music, drama, photography and animation. 
Classroom Teachers were also involved making time 
for their own creative ideas, one of which was a pair 
of angel wings in mixed media that is now an 
impressive centrepiece of the gallery.” 

“We've done something in a neglected staircase area 
that gives teachers and pupils permission to take 
creative subjects seriously and feel pride in their own 
and each other's art. The vision and energy of 
Headteacher Mr Guest and especially Assistant Head 
Mrs Flint have driven the project to a successful 
opening and hopefully it will remain a valuable school 
resource for years to come.”  

To work with Benny Semp or any of our 
Associate Artists please email us at  

artists@bep.education  
or call 0121 285 0924  
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