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Secondary Schools

Reading is a fundamental skill for life and learning.

Birmingham Education Partnership is delighted
to offer Secondary schools a suite of ‘Closing the
Gap’ reading packages for academic year
2019/20.

Building on the success of the 2018/19
Secondary reading pilot, we have put together
a research and evidence-based offer for
Secondary schools, using what we know from
the EEF works to improve attainment and
accelerate progress in reading.

The ambition of BEP’s ‘Closing the Gap’ Secondary offer is to:
 
     raise attainment and progress at KS3 and KS4;
     support school leaders in further improving: 
     - the teaching of reading, specifically comprehension skills, inference and vocabulary;
     - the teaching of academic language.

"Leaders are successfully promoting the
message that ‘everyone is a teacher of reading’. 

Focused reading interventions for pupils are
having a real impact. Leaders have embarked on

a strategy to raise the profile of reading
throughout the school.” 

(Ofsted Monitoring visit to 2018/19 Secondary
pilot school – April ’19)

“A rigorous and sequential approach to the
reading curriculum develops pupils’ fluency,
confidence and enjoyment in reading. At all

stages, reading attainment is assessed and gaps
are addressed quickly and effectively for all pupils.

Reading books connect closely to the phonics
knowledge pupils are taught when they are

learning to read.”
(Ofsted School Inspection Handbook, May 2019. 

Grade descriptor for ‘Good’ Quality of Education.)

“The programme’s content to date has not only been
interesting, illuminating, thought-provoking but also

instructive in terms of providing us with the
knowledge into why reading is so important, what the

barriers are for our pupils and how reading
underperformance correlates directly with academic

underperformance and underachievement.” 
(2018/19 Secondary pilot school)

 

*See over for fantastic
subsidised offer*



CLOSING THE GAP - CORE PACKAGE

£495 (Enhanced members)
£595 (Universal members)
 
2 places per school (senior leader + Literacy Lead or practitioner) at each of three
outstanding CPD days:
 

The 5 strands of reading; how children read, why they struggle and what we can do
about it.  A practical day of training to enable schools to remove the barriers to
learning, delivered by expert practitioner and BEP consultant Jayne Welsh.   14/11/19.

 
Inference: Making the Invisible Visible. An inspiring and interactive day of training
delivered by national reading expert, Tony Whatmuff. 23/01/20.

 
Vocabulary: Closing the Vocabulary Gap and the six-step approach.  A thought-
provoking and engaging day of training delivered by Jayne Welsh. 06/02/20.

 
PLUS training resources, including a comprehensive toolkit of materials for 
year 7 staff and pupils, produced by classroom specialists working with Tony Whatmuff.

TO PURCHASE THE PACKAGE VISIT:
HTTPS://BEP.EDUCATION/EVENTS/GAP-CORE
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"The training  which Jayne Welsh led has been extremely beneficial, especially the
sessions on  the stages of reading  and  vocabulary acquisition . Theory  is clearly

linked to  effective classroom practice."
(2018/19 Secondary pilot school)

 
 

"Such a wonderful day, so inspiring and full of practical strategies. A real call to arms
to ensure we serve our children by equipping them to access the written word. It

was a privilege to listen to Tony Whatmuff ."
(2018/19 Secondary pilot school)

T: 0121 285 0924
E: lindsey.hammond@bep.education

W: www.bep.education

The Arch, Unit G4 - G5
48-52 Floodgate Street
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Essential CPD and high-quality learning resources, ideal for any school
committed to strengthening reading to unlock the Secondary curriculum.



CLOSING THE GAP - CORE OFFERCLOSING THE GAP - EXTENDED PACKAGE

£895 (Enhanced members)
£995 (Universal members)
 
The full Core Package, PLUS…
 
2 places per school (senior leader + Literacy Lead or practitioner) at an additional 3 CPD
sessions:
 

The Literacy Requirements of GCSE.  The new GCSE specifications place greater demands
on pupils' literacy skills. This workshop, led by National Literacy Trust Secondary experts, will
help teachers to meet this challenge.  03/10/19 OR 22/11/19.

 
Phonics: unlocking the code to support effective teaching of reading and writing, delivered
by Jayne Welsh.  05/12/19 pm.

 
Closing the gap by raising the bar for ‘classroom talk’: ‘One of the most intractable barriers
to many pupils’ chances of success is the vast gulf between the language they speak at
home and the language of school or, as it’s more usefully labelled, academic register.  This
mismatch lies at the core of the underachievement of many word-poor pupils.’  
(David Didau, "The Secret of Literacy"). Two half day workshops, led by Jayne Welsh –
26/03/20 pm and 30/04/20 pm.

TO PURCHASE THE PACKAGE VISIT:
HTTPS://BEP.EDUCATION/EVENTS/GAP-EXTENDED
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“Staff have fully embraced the ‘need to read’! We have specific time allotted 
to reading and can now generate data to support evidence of impact.”  

(2018/19 Secondary pilot school)

*See over for 
'Pay As You Go' menu*
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A suite of CPD sessions, perfect for Secondary schools seeking to unlock the
language code and enhance learners' acquisition of academic language.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT
THE PACKAGES, PLEASE CONTACT 

LINDSEY HAMMOND 
lindsey.hammond@bep.education



'PAY AS YOU GO' MENU OF ADDITIONAL OFFERS

2 places per school (senior leader + Literacy Lead or practitioner) at CPD days:
 

The Literacy Requirements of GCSE. The new GCSE specifications place greater
demands on pupils' literacy skills. This workshop, led by National Literacy Trust
Secondary experts, will help teachers to meet this challenge.  03/10/19  OR 22/11/19 -
£300 for two places.

 
Phonics: unlocking the code to support effective teaching of reading and writing,
delivered by Jayne Welsh.  05/12/19 pm - £175 for two places.

 
Closing the gap by raising the bar for ‘classroom talk’: ‘One of the most intractable
barriers to many pupils’ chances of success is the vast gulf between the language
they speak at home and the language of school or, as it’s more usefully labelled,
academic register.  This mismatch lies at the core of the underachievement of
many word-poor pupils.’ (David Didau, "The Secret of Literacy"). Two half day
workshops, led by Jayne Welsh.  26/03/20 pm and 30/04/20 pm - £300 for                             
two places.

T: 0121 285 0924
E: lindsey.hammond@bep.education

W: www.bep.education

The Arch, Unit G4 - G5
48-52 Floodgate Street

B5 5SL

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT
LINDSEY HAMMOND 

lindsey.hammond@bep.education
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“Reading is prioritised to allow pupils to access the full 
curriculum offer.” 

(Ofsted School Inspection Handbook, May 2019.  Grade descriptor 
for ‘Good’ Quality of Education.)
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TO PURCHASE PLACES VISIT:  
HTTPS://BEP.EDUCATION/EVENTS/GAP-OFFERS


