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What caused 9/11?
By now, you should be convinced that the roots of 9/11 go very deep,

very wide and are very complicated! President Bush could not

possibly have tried to explain all this to his shocked nation after the

attacks on the USA in September 2001.

But how would you sum up the reasons for the 9/11 attack in a sentence or two?  
Before you attempt this almost-impossible task, look back over the evidence. 
You may want to use the prompts in the boxes below to remind you what you have learnt  
so far. The events are jumbled up, so you could start by trying to work out the order in which  
they happened. You may also want to add new ones in the blanks.
Whatever words you choose for your own short summary, be sure they match the evidence  
you have studied in this topic. You won’t be able to cover everything in your summary, but try  
to ensure it is fair and gives an honest, clear answer to the question “Why?”  

History – Enquiry 2: “Out of the blue”: When did 9/11 begin?

The United 
Nations treated 

Iraq severely after 
it attacked Kuwait 

in 1990.

A small section 
of the Muslim 

community has 
come to believe 

that suicide 
bombers go to 

paradise. 

America withdrew 
troops from 

Lebanon (1982) 
and Somalia 
(1993) after 

suicide attacks. 

US security 
missed clues 

that might have 
prevented the 9/11 

attacks. 

Arabs kingdoms 
were set up after 
the First World 

War. 

Oil fields lie below 
the Gulf region of 
the Middle East. 

Israel refused to 
return land taken 
from Arab states 

in the war of 1967.

The state of Israel 
was set up in 

Palestine in 1948. 

Extreme Muslim 
scholars taught 
that Islam must 

return to its 
original ways.

The Palestinian 
Liberation 

Organisation used 
terrorist attacks 
against Israel.

Saudi Arabia 
invited the USA 
to set up armed 

bases on its land 
in 1991. 

The Russians  
invaded 

Afghanistan in 
1979.
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