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History – Enquiry 3: How has 9/11 shaped your world?

Robert Fisk’s reaction to 9/11
The English journalist, Robert Fisk, describes how he reacted to first

hearing the news of the 9/11 attacks. 

Fisk is a specialist in reporting Middle East affairs and he quite often reported from war zones. 
He was on board an aircraft flying to New York when the news came that there had been  
a terrorist attack. His plane turned around and flew back home. As it did so, Fisk considered  
the situation.

“This plane was also bound for America. Those four planes had taken off, heading into the 
bright morning with friendly crews and law-abiding passengers… I walked round the plane with 
one of the crew. I didn’t like it. I guess I came back to my seat with the images of 13 passengers 
in my mind, 13 I didn’t like because they had beards or stared at me in what I could easily 
translate as hostility or because they were fiddling with worry beads or reading Korans. Of 
course they were all Muslims. In just a few minutes, the so-called liberal Fisk who had worked 
in the Middle East for a quarter of a century, who had lived among Arabs for almost half his life, 
whose own life had been saved by Muslims on countless occasions in Lebanon, Iraq and Iran – 
yes, that nice friendly Fisk had turned into a racist, profiling (judging) the innocent on board his 
aircraft because they had beards or brown eyes or dark skin. I felt dirty.”

Think about these questions and discuss your answers:
• How had the 9/11 attacks changed Robert Fisk’s life within a few hours?

• What did Robert Fisk feel about this?

• Would you say that his reactions on that day were reasonable?
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