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Case study:  
Using religious symbols in school

Instructions
Read the following case study carefully in your group. Then read the background information 
examples of real disputes involving wearing religious symbols in school. 

Consider the following two questions:
• What part did people’s beliefs and values play in the dispute?

• Can beliefs and values play a part in resolving it? 

The case study
Two pupils come to school one day wearing items that are not included in the school uniform policy. 

 One girl is wearing a pentangle necklace, which she claims is an essential 
 part of her identity as a Pagan. She says it is really important for her to wear 
 it at all times. She says her mother wants her to wear it at school as not 
 everyone appreciates that Paganism is a good way of life and it is important 
 for Pagans to show that they are proud of who they are. 

 The second pupil, a Hindu boy, is wearing a loose cotton wrist band – a 
 rakhi – which was given to him by his sister on the festival of Raksha 
 Bandhan. He says it would be dishonourable of him to take it off as this is 
  part of a holy religious festival and a sign of his sister’s appreciation of him.  
 He says he only wants to wear it for a week. 

 In the lesson, the teacher, who is known to be a Christian, tells the girl 
 to remove the necklace as it is not part of school uniform. However, she does 
 not appear to challenge the boy about wearing the rakhi.

 What happens next?

Background information
Real cases taken from the BBC News website: http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/7530726.stm 

1. A teenager from south Wales has won her claim that she was discriminated against because 
 she was not allowed to wear a religious bangle to school. Sarika Singh was told she was 
 breaking the uniform’s ‘no jewellery’ policy, and had been excluded from school for nine 
 months. But the High Court agreed with her that it was an expression of her Sikh faith and 
 that she was a victim of unlawful discrimination.
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2. Lydia Playfoot was told by Millais School in Horsham, West Sussex, that she must remove a 
	 “purity	ring”,	which	signifies	that	she	does	not	believe	in	sex	before	marriage,	or	face 
 expulsion. Miss Playfoot took her case to the High Court in July 2007 but the inquiry ruled 
 that she had not suffered any discrimination.

3. Samantha Devine, a 13-year-old Catholic pupil at the Robert Napier School in Gillingham, 
	 Kent,	was	told	not	to	wear	a	crucifix	on	a	chain	because	it	breached	health	and	safety	rules. 
	 School	bosses	told	her	that	she	could	wear	a	crucifix	as	a	small	lapel	badge	but	not	on	a	chain.

4. Girls at Icknield High School in Luton, Bedfordshire, were given the go-ahead to wear Muslim 
 headscarves in 2004. The decision came after a prospective Muslim pupil at the school found 
 that hijabs were not on the approved uniform list, forcing a review of the policy.

5. Shabina Begum, 15, a pupil at Denbigh High School in Luton, won a 2005 court of appeal 
 battle to be allowed to wear head-to-toe religious dress – the jilbab – at school. The school 
 did allow girls to wear the hijab, a headscarf, and trousers and tunic, but refused Miss Begum 
 permission to come to classes in full-length dress. The school took its appeal to the House of 
 Lords. In a unanimous ruling, the judges said the school had “taken immense pains to devise 
 a uniform policy which respected Muslim beliefs”.

Drama activity
Using	the	case	study	at	the	top	of	the	page,	or	a	similar	local	conflict	or	dispute	involving	religion	
or belief known to you, script a two-minute drama reconstruction of the story. 

Choose five key moments in the story and freeze the action at those points:
1.	 A	scene	that	represents	the	cause	or	start	of	the	conflict.

2.	 A	scene	that	shows	the	height	of	the	conflict	(bearing	in	mind	this	might	be	shown	 
 on your school website!).

3. A scene of attempted peace-making.

4. A scene that represents a willingness on both sides to respect each other’s different views. 

5. A concluding scene showing how the dispute was resolved.

Use a digital camera to record those moments and work out appropriate captions to go with the 
pictures. You could also draw the moments. Captions should raise questions of belief and value, 
such as those concerning “justice”, “mercy”, “love”, “forgiveness” and “duty”. 

Prepare your photos or pictures with their captions, ready to include in the school display 
commemorating the anniversary of 9/11.
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