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Hints and tips for students on  
producing your display

Under the general banner heading of “9/11: WHAT REALLY MATTERS”, you will 
work in small teams on at least one of the following topics to add to the school’s 
website or front-of-school display commemorating an anniversary of 9/11:

• EXTREMISM What makes someone turn to and away from violent extremism?

•	 CONFLICT	What	beliefs	and	values	are	involved	in	causing	and	resolving	conflict	situations?

• VICTIMS and SURVIVORS How do people respond to the suffering caused by  
 violent extremism?

• HEARTS AND MINDS How do we begin to build bridges between ourselves and those seen 
 as different, separate or opposed to us?

Each topic display document could contain the following features:

• An agreed statement from the team on why the question for this topic is (a) controversial,  
 (b) relevant and (c) challenging for young people today. 

• A single picture or photograph chosen for its relevance to the topic. An accompanying caption 
 should say what it is and why it was chosen.

• Carefully selected evidence from your classwork that might help to illustrate aspects of the 
 topic. For example, one or more of the following: 

	 -	 A	summary	of	the	comments	on	the	concepts	of	“conflict”,	“forgiveness”,	“justice”	and 
	 	 “conflict	resolution”	written	on	the	big	sheets	of	paper	in	Stage	1	of	the	topic.

 - The freeze-frame photos/drawings of your dramatic reconstructions of some of the beliefs 
	 	 and	values	involved	in	conflict	situations.

 - The class votes on key values associated with different events relating to 9/11.

 - Your ideas on the possible causes of involvement in violent extremism; and your 
	 	 reflections	on	examples	of	response	to	such	extremism.	

Ask your teacher to provide any of these if he/she has kept hold of them for you. 
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You  should add your  comments to the selected evidence explaining why you  have decided  
to include it.

•	 A	“Fact	file”	section,	with	some	key	information	about	the	topic.

• A “Case study”: an example that illustrates some of the issues involved in answering the 
 question for this topic.

• A list of supplementary questions linked to the question for this topic that your team feels will 
 be important to discuss next in order to understand it more fully.

• Individual and agreed conclusions to the overall key question: What really matters in 
 relation to 9/11? This could be in video form: brief interviews with members of the group. 
	 Comments	should	include	reflections	on	how	religions	and	beliefs	encourage	people	to	be	 
 a force for good in the world. 

Remember: you are writing for an audience who may not have the same knowledge and 
understanding about 9/11 and its issues that you have covered in this topic – namely other 
students in the school. You should take this into account when putting together your materials.
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