
11th and 12th Century Crusades

Over the course of 200 years – between 1095 and 1291 

– there was a series of campaigns known as 

“crusades”, which aimed to end Muslim rule in 

Israel/Palestine (the “Holy Land”) and restore Christian 

control. There were battles and sieges and atrocities 

that went far beyond the original intentions of the 

Crusades, ending in eventual defeat for the Crusaders.

This picture shows a battle during the Crusades.
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Priest helping victims of “Bloody Sunday”

On Sunday 30 January 1972, 13 people were killed 

when soldiers from the British Parachute Regiment 

opened fire on a civil rights march in Northern Ireland. 

The march was to protest about discrimination against 

the Catholic minority by the Protestant-led authorities. 

British soldiers claimed they were fired upon first by 

members of the Irish Republican Army. Enquiries into 

the events of the day found that none of those who 

were killed posed a threat. Many were shot in the back 

while trying to escape; others were killed while trying to 

help the injured.

This picture shows Bloody Sunday mural, showing 

Father Daly escorting injured marchers to safety using 

a white handkerchief.



Rwanda

Between April and June 1994, hundreds of thousands 

of Rwandans, mostly Tutsis, were killed in a campaign 

of unprecedented violence. The President of Rwanda, 

Juvenal Habyarimana, who was a Hutu, had been 

killed when his plane was shot down by a rocket. His 

death was blamed on the minority Tutsi community, 

but this is denied by Tutsis, who say that extremist 

Hutus carried out the attack as a pretence for the 

genocide that followed.

This picture shows a US Government Wanted poster 

for fugitives wanted for the Rwandan Genocide.



Hindu/Muslim violence in India

In February 2002, riots between Hindus and 

Muslims in the Indian state of Gujarat led to 

hundreds of deaths and damage to 

hundreds of places of worship. Thousands 

of Hindus and Muslims were arrested as 

police cracked down on the violence. One of 

the possible causes of the riots was the 

dispute over a place in the city of Ayodhya, 

which was held to be sacred to both Hindus 

and Muslims. A mosque stands on a site 

where many Hindus commemorate the 

birthplace of Lord Rama.

This picture shows the skyline after mobs 

set fire to buildings in Ahmedabad, Gujarat, 

during the February 2002 riots.



Buddhist monks involved in 

protests in Burma

In 2007, thousands of Buddhist monks 

joined protests against the Burmese 

government in a campaign of non-

violent resistance. People were 

protesting about sharp increases in 

the prices of everyday items while 

members of the ruling military 

government lived in relative luxury. 

Troops forcibly broke up the 

demonstrations, injuring and killing 

many people, including monks, in 

the process.

This picture shows monks protesting in 

Burma in 2007.



China and Tibet; Dalai Lama

In 2008, riots in Tibet led to battles between police and 

protesters resulting in deaths, injuries and destruction of 

property. The Chinese government said that the riots had 

been planned by the Dalai Lama’s supporters, but the 

Dalai Lama said that the protests resulted from 

spontaneous and widespread dissatisfaction with the 

Chinese communist government’s suppression of 

Tibetan Buddhist culture. He called for an end to 

violence on both sides.

This picture shows the Dalai Lama, who has fought for 

Tibetan independence and autonomy.



UN workers killed after burning of 

the Qur’an

In April 2011, seven United Nations 

workers in Afghanistan were killed by a 

group of protesters, alleged to be 

“Taliban insurgents”. The attackers had 

joined a large demonstration protesting 

against the burning of the Qur’an by a 

small group of Christians in America.

This picture shows smoke rising from 

the UN compound in northern 

Afghanistan, after demonstrators killed 

UN staff to protest against the burning 

of the Qur’an in America. 


