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Thoughts for the day
Here are some extracts from Radio 4’s “Thought for the day” broadcasts

following the attacks on the USA in September 2001. 

“Perhaps the perpetrators believe in God. Some people even said this was a gift of God. 
Yet this denies everything that God means to me and I know of no sane faith which 
would justify it. 

“And I asked God to say something I can say. ‘Jesus wept’ perhaps, or Christ’s own 
words: ‘My heart is ready to break with grief’. 

“How God must grieve at the way we use the freedom He gives us.”
Bishop Jim Thompson. 

“In the Qur’an our Sustainer says, ‘We ordained that if anyone killed a person ... not in 
retaliation of murder or in punishment...it would be as if he killed all Mankind. 

‘“And if anyone saved a life it would be as if he saved the life of all Mankind.’ 

“Those who plan and carry out such acts are condemned by Islam, and the massacres 
of thousands, whoever perpetrated it, is a crime against God as well as against 
humanity. May Allah shower his mercy on the victims and grant those who suffer loss 
the fortitude to bear their pain.”
Dr Zaki Badawi

“I look up to heaven above and ponder upon the fate of humanity. My Muslim brothers 
and sisters in Britain have unanimously and unhesitatingly condemned this attack, this 
terror brought on innocent civilians, and I join them. 

“There are times when our belief in a merciful and kind God is tested. After the shock and 
horror there are bound to be recriminations, anger, and strong feelings of taking revenge. 

“I live in hope because I believe in God’s special care for humanity. My prayers and 
condolences automatically go to all those who have suffered loss of life. Merciful God, 
strengthen our faith and give us the courage to listen to your message of peace and 
serve your cause in all humility, Amen.”
Akram Khan-Cheema 
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“We have a part to play in damping down the rhetoric and fear here in Britain so that 
community, race and faith relationships aren’t further damaged. We mustn’t be silent 
when our fellow Islamic citizens live in fear when the ignorant associate them with 
Muslim fanatics... 

“Jesus Christ taught his followers. Don’t react. Do GOOD to those who hate you. Be 
generous, not mean. Be merciful. Change the pattern of behaviour even if it means 
refusing to react when your own people hate you, even if you end up on a cross. 

“Refusing to over-react needn’t smell of appeasement. It might be the first step down 
the road to a more costly justice.’
Bishop Tom Butler

“Religion is what influences how we react· that gives us moral guidelines and moral 
responsibilities. It’s what makes some people rush to help others ¬whether to spend 
hours searching for those buried under rubble, or comfort those who are bereaved, or 
nurse those who are badly wounded; while the lack of religious values leads others to 
loot unguarded property, or rejoice in such suffering, or even cause it in the first place. 

“The fact that the perpetrators may claim to be religious shows that even religion can be 
perverted to inhumane ends, but the litmus test of true faith is respect for the sanctity of 
human life - a respect that takes precedence over political or any other differences. 

“As Rabbi Yannai ... said: ‘The person who hates certain people but tells you that he still 
loves God; that person is lying.”’
Rabbi Dr Jonathan Romain 

“A Christian hymn reminds us that ‘new occasions teach new duties’. The war 
against terrorism needs a totally new thinking which, while seeking action against the 
perpetrators of evil, also takes into account the real or perceived sense of injustice in 
which terrorism thrives. It calls for a new sort of war that recognises the needs of the 
dispossessed, and the evil of gross inequalities of opportunity.”
Indarjit Singh 
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“This world is a complex place, not really the world my parents hoped for. It’s changed. 
And yet we mustn’t lose the capacity to dream, to have hope. Not to mention faith, 
which enables us to look beyond our failures. Faith allows us to dream of a future: even 
on the darkest nights, people dream. When tragedy obscures the Manhattan sky, we 
need to imagine a new world. And not for the first time. 

“One journalist put it like this: 

“’If the hijackers had imagined themselves into the thoughts and feelings of the 
passengers, they would not have been able to proceed...’

“Among their crimes was a failure of imagination. Imagining what it is like to be 
someone other than yourself is at the core of our humanity. It is the essence of 
compassion, the beginning of morality... 

“Imagine the fragility of an infant born this week in Afghanistan. Aid workers are all 
gone. Perhaps five million people will die there of hunger this winter. Five million. The 
survival of a baby to become a peacemaker later in life - this would constitute a miracle 
of God’s love. A divine dream. Can God’s dream become living human flesh?”
Thomas McCarthy, OP
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